Comparison of prophetic babylon
to prophetic edom

I. Introduction.

A. When one compares the prophecies that have been recorded against prophetic Babylon to the prophecies regarding prophetic Edom, he is immediately struck by the great number of similarities between the two.
B. The passages that reference prophetic Babylon are found in Isaiah 13,21,47, Jeremiah 50,51, and Revelation 18.

C. The passages that reference prophetic Edom include Isaiah 34, Jeremiah 49, and the single chapter of Obadiah.

D. One question that immediately arises is why God would use two different names to refer to a nation in the last days that would appear to have no connection with ancient Babylon or ancient Edom.

E. The first reason God records information in ways that are not immediately obvious or readily understood is related to the matter of volition.

1. Jesus clearly taught that He chose to teach in a parabolic format in order to make the information accessible to those that desired to learn while obscuring it from those that did not desire the truth.  Matt. 13:3,10-13

2. While parables, types, symbols, codes, and other forms are used to communicate various aspects of God’s plan, they have the advantage of being cloaked in language that may be obscure or difficult.
3. Since that is the case, for anyone to effectively understand these types of teachings, he must be willing to invest the time and effort necessary to study the Bible in context and relate it to the greater context of the chapter, the book, and, finally, the entire Bible.
4. However, that is a lot of work, and negative volition simply does not have the desire to expend the energy necessary to gain the understanding that they lack.

5. Thus, those things that are communicated in a more challenging way are lost on them, or worse, only serve to further harden their hearts.  Matt. 13:14-15

F. The second reason has to do with the matter of symbolism; symbols may represent something that is past, present, or future.

1. Ramm indicates that symbolism is rooted in human nature, since it seeks to represent and understand the abstract by using the concrete.

2. Symbols are used to indicate some quality or idea by using something that is concrete, but symbolism does not rely on the literal object for the meaning.

3. For instance, colors are assigned symbolic meaning apart from the actual meaning of the color; white symbolizes purity or righteousness, but black symbolizes sin or death.

4. Symbolism is a way of using known things to provide insight into that which may not be known by providing a meaning that is commonly understood and vivid.

G. In this case, the symbolism is found in the meaning of the two names; the Hebrew noun lb,B' (babhel--Babylon) is found in the Akkadian, Sumerian, and Northern Babylonian dialects and is translated as gate of the god(s).
1. However, the book of Genesis indicates that the noun is to be related to the verbal root ll;B' (balal--to mix, mix together).
2. As the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament indicates, the incident at the tower provided the basis for a wordplay involving assonance (two words close to one another in a thought, having the same or similar vowel sound but having different consonants).

3. The place is named Babel because the Lord confused the languages of all the earth there.  Gen. 11:9

4. Although Babel itself does not mean to confuse, it sounds enough like balal to form a paronomasia, which is a rhetorical device that was intentionally used to exploit the confusion between words having similar sounds but different meanings.
5. This is simply a word play, like a pun, which then assigns the meaning of mixed up or confused to the noun Babel.
6. From the first usage in Genesis, it becomes apparent that when one encounters that noun, his first thought should be confusion.
7. In fact, the incident involving the tower has led many to understand the term to be a symbol for human arrogance and the rejection of God’s plan, which ultimately produces spiritual confusion.
8. The title is applied to America because the nation has become the land of confusion.
H. The second name that is applied to Babylon is the Hebrew noun ~Ada/ (‘edhom--Edom), which has the root meaning of red, just as Esau does.  Gen. 25:25
1. Once again, the first usage of the term in Genesis provides the historical background for the use of this term.  Gen. 25:30
2. Although the term means red, interpreters are unfortunately divided over the significance of the word; some believe it was applied to Esau because of the color of his skin 
(Gen. 25:25), others because of the color of the red sandstone cliffs in the land he later inhabited.
3. However, the first usage of the term provides the reasoning for the name and why it was given to Esau; it was related to the color of the dish Jacob had prepared.  Gen. 25:30
4. In fact, at a later point in the Genesis narrative, Moses essentially equates the two names Esau and Edom.  Gen. 36:1
5. The incident recorded in Genesis 25 is designed to inform the reader about the very low regard that Esau had for the rights of primogeniture--the law of the firstborn, who was to inherit the promises and blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant.  Gen. 25:31-34
6. The Hebrew verb used to describe the mentality of Esau is hz"B' (bazah--to undervalue something, to give little worth), which indicates that the act of undervaluing something implies contempt for it.
7. In that regard, the name symbolizes the type of person that is born with a great spiritual heritage, comes to despise and abandon the Lord who provided it (Heb. 12:16), and then becomes the object of God’s hatred and wrath.  Mal. 1:2-3
8. Esau typifies the type of person that places physical gratification over spiritual matters; similarly, the United States has exhibited these identical characteristics.
I. The application of these two symbolic names to the United States provides insight into the nation, its character, its activities, and the reasons for its destruction by the Lord.
II. The charges leveled against prophetic Babylon and prophetic Edom are identical.
A. Both Babylon (Isa. 13:11, 47:7; Jer. 50:29,31-32, 51:1; Rev. 18:7a) and Edom are charged with great arrogance.  Jer. 49:16; Obad. 1:3
B. The arrogance of Babylon results in self-deception (Isa. 47:8,10), and the same is true of prophetic Edom.  Jer. 49:16; Obad. 1:3
C. The matters of Babylon’s arrogance and delusion lead to the complacent idea that the nation is invincible (Isa. 47:7; Rev. 18:7); the same is seen of prophetic Edom.  Jer. 49:16; 
Obad. 1:3-4
D. The destruction of Babylon is linked to her historical treatment of the Jews (Isa. 47:6; 
Jer. 50:7,11,17,28,33-34, 51:24,35-36); likewise, prophetic Edom is indicted for her maltreatment of the Jews.  Isa. 34:8; Obad. 1:10-11
E. Prophetic Babylon is described as being exceedingly prosperous and living a luxurious lifestyle that makes it the envy of others (Isa. 13:17,19, 47:5; Jer. 51:7,13; Rev. 18:3); likewise, prophetic Edom possesses significant storehouses of wealth.  Obad. 1:5-6
F. Babylon is charged with attempting to ascend the heavens in an effort to assure her protection (Jer. 51:53), as is prophetic Edom.  Jer. 49:16; Obad. 1:4
G. However, both are informed that despite their best efforts, the demonstration of God’s wrath will assure their complete destruction.
H. Both nations are engaged in international alliances on which they obviously rely (Isa. 47:15; Obad. 1:7); however, those alliances will prove to be worthless.

I. Although both nations manifest an overreaching arrogance and have significant influence, Babylon becomes hated by the other nations (Isa. 47:15; Jer. 50:32), as does prophetic Edom.  Jer. 49:15; Obad 1:2

J. The hatred they engender leaves them without any outside aid once they are attacked.
III. Both nations claim to have a superior form of wisdom, but Babylon will find that its wisdom will not deliver the nation from judgment (Isa. 47:10,12-13); similarly, Edom will find that its supposed wisdom will not save the nation.  Jer. 49:7; Obad. 1:8  

IV. Both prophetic Babylon and Edom believe that they are invincible; both are protected by natural and man-made defenses.  Isa. 47:8; Obad. 1:3-4

V. The timing of the destruction of both Babylon and Edom is directly related to the approach of the day of the Lord (Isa. 13:6,9; Obad. 1:15) and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.  Obad. 1:21
VI. Both are destroyed by an international alliance of nations which God assembles for that express purpose: Babylon (Isa. 13:2-4; Jer. 51:2); Edom (Jer. 49:14; Obad. 1:1).
VII. The destruction pronounced on Babylon and Edom is identical.

A. Because of arrogance and supposed invulnerability, Babylon is unprepared and is ambushed by surprise (Isa. 47:11; Jer. 51:8), as is prophetic Edom.  Obad. 1:7
B. Fire is the primary agent used in the destruction of Babylon (Isa. 13:8; Jer. 50:32, 51:30,32,58; Rev. 18:8), and the same agent is used to destroy Edom.  Isa. 34:9-10; Obad. 1:18
C. Law of lex talionis is frequently invoked as the standard by which God will judge prophetic Babylon (Jer. 50:15,29, 51:6,49,56; Rev. 18:6) and prophetic Edom.  Obad. 1:15
D. The destruction of Babylon is likened to that of Sodom and Gomorrah (Isa. 13:19; Jer. 50:40), and so is the destruction of Edom.  Jer. 49:18
E. Both Babylon (Isa. 13:8; Jer. 50:3, 51:29,43) and Edom will suffer depopulation, the loss of all human and domestic animal life.  Isa. 34:10; Jer. 49:18; Obad. 1:18
F. The leadership, military, and the populace within Babylon (Isa. 13:8; Jer. 51:30) will be unable to respond; similarly, the military of Edom will have no response.  Jer. 49:22
G. The final result is that both Babylon (Isa. 13:9; Jer. 51:29) and Edom (Isa. 34:11) are left desolate; both Babylon (Jer. 50:3,23, 51:37,41,43) and Edom become objects that cause horror in anyone who witnesses the devastation.  Jer. 49:13,17

H. Both Babylon (Jer. 50:13, 51:37) and Edom suffer the same fate; both become objects of derision among the nations, who will overtly demonstrate their disdain.  Jer. 49:17
I. Babylon will be reduced to an uninhabitable desert (Jer. 50:12, 51:43), and Edom is likewise to be left as an uninhabitable desert.  Isa. 34:9

J. Neither Edom nor Babylon will not support human or domestic life; however, both will be repopulated with unclean desert creatures.  
a. Babylon.  Isa. 13:20-21; Jer. 50:39, 51:37

b. Edom.  Isa. 34:11-15
K. The destruction of Babylon will be so intense that it will cause physical changes that are felt around the planet (Jer. 51:29, 50:46); likewise, so will the destruction of Edom.  Jer. 49:21
L. Both Babylon (Rev. 19:3) and Edom will continue to burn, and the smoke will rise forever as a witness to their evil, and to the wrath of God.  Isa. 34:10
VIII. Another factor that suggests that the destruction of Babylon and Edom are referencing the same entity is that identical language is used of both to describe God’s intentions.  Jer. 49:19-20, 50:44-45

IX. In both cases, Jews that are oriented will be given time to vacate and return to Mount Zion in Israel; others will be called to return to their native lands.  Isa. 13:14; Jer. 50:16

A. Babylon.  Jer. 50:5,28, 51:10

B. Edom.  Obad. 1:17

X. In conclusion, the similarities between the destruction of prophetic Babylon and prophetic Edom cannot be ignored, and the numerous parallels between the two would suggest that the same prophetic entity may be in view in both cases, but with a different emphasis.
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